Problem Solving Test Items
Criteria for any type of test item:

1.
There are sufficient test items to cover all important ideas.

2.
All test items are on ideas related to instructional objectives.

3.
Questions simulate the use of the test content (recall, recognize, apply, etc.)

4.
All questions are easy to read.

5.
There is only one right answer.

6.
Don't give the answer away.

7.
The answer to one question doesn't affect the answer to another question.

8.
Questions are grouped by type.

9.
Questions refer to a source if needed.

Basic criteria, multiple choice items: stems (“question” part)

1. 
Most information is given in the stem. 

2. 
Only relevant and realistic information is provided. 

3. 
New examples and cases if needed. 

4. 
Whole positive stem 

5. 
No grammar or word cues

6. 
Stem presents sufficient information to answer the question without looking at foils/answer.

Basic criteria: answers and foils 

1. 
Correct answer and foils should be short. 

2. 
There should be only one correct answer. 

3.
 Grammar should be consistent for answer and foils. 

4. 
Answer and foils should be presented in some logical order. 

5. 
Answer and foils should be mutually exclusive. 

6. 
Answer and foils should be about equal length. 

7. 
Avoid "none of the above" and "all of the above." 

8.
 Answer and foils should be similar for difficulty. 

Advanced criteria:

1. 
Test at a problem solving level, not at the level of simple factual recall.

2. 
Apparent problem solving item should not mask a factual recall item. If case-based, will not stand alone if case deleted.

3.
Multiple MCQ’s based upon one case: Avoid “hinging” (answer to subsequent questions depends upon correct answer to first question). 

