NBME Basic Science Test Item Templates

1.
A (patient description) is unable to (functional disability). Which of the following is most likely to have been injured?

2.
A (patient description) has (type of injury and location). Which of the following structures is the most likely to be affected?

3.
A (patient description) has (history findings) and is taking (medications). Which of the following medications is the most likely cause of his (one history, PE or lab findings)?
4. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings). Which [additional] finding would suggest/suggests a diagnosis of (disease 1) rather than (disease 2)? 

5. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms and signs). These observations suggest that the disease is a result of the (absence or presence) of which of the following (enzymes, mechanism)?

6. 
A (patient description) follows a (specific dietary regime). Which of the following conditions is most likely to occur?

7. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms, signs, or specific disease) and is being treated with (drug or drug class).  The drug acts by inhibiting which of the following (functions, processes)?

8. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings).  Which of the following (positive laboratory results) would be expected? 

9.
(time period) after a (event such as trip or meal with certain foods), a (patient or group description) became ill with (symptoms and signs). Which of the following (organisms, agents) is most likely to be found on analysis of (food)?  

10.
Following (procedure), a (patient description) develops (symptoms and signs).  Laboratory findings show (findings). Which of the following is the  most likely cause?

11. 
A (patient description) dies of (disease).  Which of the following is the most likely finding on autopsy?

12.
A patient has (symptoms and signs).  Which of the following is the most likely explanation for the (findings)?  

13. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms and signs).  Exposure to which of the (toxic agents) is the most likely cause?

14. 
Which of the following is the most likely mechanism of the therapeutic effect to this (drug class) in patients with (disease)?  

15.
A patient has (abnormal findings), but (normal findings).  Which of the following is the most likely diagnosis?

Pathology

4. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings). Which [additional] finding would suggest/suggests a diagnosis of (disease 1) rather than (disease 2)? 

8. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings).  Which of the following (positive laboratory results) would be expected? 

10.
Following (procedure), a (patient description) develops (symptoms and signs).  Laboratory findings show (findings). Which of the following is the  most likely cause?

11. 
A (patient description) dies of (disease).  Which of the following is the most likely finding on autopsy?

15.
A patient has (abnormal findings), but (normal findings).  Which of the following is the most likely diagnosis?

Physiology/Pathophysiology

4. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings). Which [additional] finding would suggest/suggests a diagnosis of (disease 1) rather than (disease 2)? 

5. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms and signs). These observations suggest that the disease is a result of the (absence or presence) of which of the following (enzymes, mechanism)?

7. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms, signs, or specific disease) and is being treated with (drug or drug class).  The drug acts by inhibiting which of the following (functions, processes)?

8. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings).  Which of the following (positive laboratory results) would be expected? 

12.
A patient has (symptoms and signs).  Which of the following is the most likely explanation for the (findings)?  

13. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms and signs).  Exposure to which of the (toxic agents) is the most likely cause?

14. 
Which of the following is the most likely mechanism of the therapeutic effect to this (drug class) in patients with (disease)?  

Pharmacology

3.
A (patient description) has (history findings) and is taking (medications). Which of the following medications is the most likely cause of his (one history, PE or lab findings)?
7. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms, signs, or specific disease) and is being treated with (drug or drug class).  The drug acts by inhibiting which of the following (functions, processes)?

14. 
Which of the following is the most likely mechanism of the therapeutic effect to this (drug class) in patients with (disease)?  

Microbiology

4. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings). Which [additional] finding would suggest/suggests a diagnosis of (disease 1) rather than (disease 2)? 

9.
(time period) after a (event such as trip or meal with certain foods), a (patient or group description) became ill with (symptoms and signs). Which of the following (organisms, agents) is most likely to be found on analysis of (food)?  

10.
Following (procedure), a (patient description) develops (symptoms and signs).  Laboratory findings show (findings). Which of the following is the  most likely cause?

Biochemistry

5. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms and signs). These observations suggest that the disease is a result of the (absence or presence) of which of the following (enzymes, mechanism)?

6. 
A (patient description) follows a (specific dietary regime). Which of the following conditions is most likely to occur?

8. 
A (patient description) has (abnormal findings).  Which of the following (positive laboratory results) would be expected? 

13. 
A (patient description) has (symptoms and signs).  Exposure to which of the (toxic agents) is the most likely cause?

Anatomy

1.
A (patient description) is unable to (functional disability). Which of the following is most likely to have been injured?

2.
A (patient description) has (type of injury and location). Which of the following structures is the most likely to be affected?

Nutrition

6. 
A (patient description) follows a (specific dietary regime). Which of the following conditions is most likely to occur?

